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Volume XIII Number 4 
By Leonard Fasano 
A shock of graceful white curls 
top a rosy vi.sage, ostensibly flushed 
with warmth, indeed affection for 
his small and truly captive au­
dience. The advocate's eyes blaze 
brilliant with righteous indigna­
tion and outrage as he begins tc
de&crlbe the hapless di\emma ofhi& 
client. His charm is magnetic, 
almost hypnotic; and his 
psychology embraces a structured, 
but fluid schedule of implanting 
ideas. 
Alfred S. Julien, hands lucked in 
his suitjacket's side pockets, once 
again casually courts the jury; and 
in a caressing conversational tone 
that is so characteristicly his own, 
directs a seemingly offhand chat 
that has already ripened into a 
classic opening statement. 
So where is the setting - which 
stage? United State District Court? 
New York State Supreme? Wrong, 
it's N.Y.L.S.'s own Moot Court 
Room at 57 Worth Street where Ad­
junct Professor Alfred S. Julien in­
structed a Medical Legal TriaJ 
Workshop at N.Y.L.S. last fall '82 
semester. 
Tbis mast.erful trial lawyer, who 
thinks of himself as a tolal visible 
and audible instrument in the 
courtroom, consistently projects the 
image and expertise of a profes­
sional. Mr. Julien has the ap­
pearance and modest stature of a 
poised and sophisticated gentle­
man. But at trial. be is so often 
such a vibrant and delightful spec­
tacle at odds vnth an ad.vers&.ry, 
that be evidences the energy of few 
men half his age. Prima facie 
evidence of his mastery are the 
thre  and a half million dollar ver­
dict obtained in the Warthen v. 
Horizon House (negligence) case 
just last November and hi.s stunn­
ing victory in the Bichler v. Lilly 
<D.E.S. products liability) case 
earlier in 1982. 
Alfred S .  Julien is a membe1· of 
the New York City law firm of 
Julien, Schlesinger & Finz, P.C. He 
has served as president of the 
Association of Trial Lawyers of 
America, the New York State Trial 
Lawyers Association and the 
Metropolitan Trial Lawyers AE.so­
ciation, and was one of five at­
torneys profiled in the book. On 
Trial: Msstersoftbe Courtroom, by 
Norman Sheresky (New York: Vik­
ing Press, 1977). 
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THE STUDENTS HAVE SPOKEN 
After climbing what seemed 
endless stairways. intruding on 
dozens of classes, handing out and 
collecting the poll, reading the 
answers, adding, dividing, and 
multiplying the numbers. and 
finally writing and summarizing 
this report, I present to you the 
results of the 1983 student opinion 
poll. This poll should be useful in 
helping the administration, the 
faculty, and finally (but not lastly) 
the students. in understanding 
what others at the school think 
should be done to improve the 
educational climate at New York 
Law School. Perhaps some. of the 
quest.ions in this poll were too broad 
to clearly reflect all of the students 
feelings and opinions. However, 
over 95% of the students polled 
strongly felt that the results of this 
poll should be published. So with 
241 votes behind publication, here 
are the. results ... 
Less than 1 � of the students poll­
ed said they enjoyed their edura­
tional exp.:ri.ence at NYLS "very 
little." 7% gave it a ranking of 1; 
23% gave it a 2; 35'l- gave it a 3; 
20% gave it a 4; 9% gave it a 5. and 
By Miehael G. l\tarinangeli 
5% .said "they liked it very much." 
One person said, 'Tm not here to 
enjoy." The sign o f  a true 
professional! 
The students overwhelmingly 
praised the caliber of the faculty 
(the adJunct faculty were especial­
ly highly praised!. The poll also 
praised their fellow-student body 
(i.e. in diversity. interest, 
thoughtfullness). The school's loca­
tion, the school's publications, and 
the school's strong standing in the 
legal community. Last but not 
least, the student's polled mention· 
ed the friendliness of the elevator 
operators. Polled students seemed 
to agree that lacking at NYLS was 
proper administrative policies and 
procedures. (i.e. grade reviews, 
unabated tax increases, and overall 
poor "attitude'' towards students 
and their problems:•1 Also found 
neglected were the school's 
facilities - classrooms, ventilation, 
windows, space, and xerox 
machines. A number of i-tudents 
mentioned the need for a recreation 
area auch as a small gym; a need 
for guidance counselors. child-care 
facilities for evening students, and 
Professor James F. Simon Named 
Dean Pro Tern 
Profes..c;or James Simon was nam­
ed as Dean Pro Tern by the :NYLS 
Board of Trustees. Professor Simon 
has stopped teaching this semester 
in order to concentrate on his new 
duties. 
Professor Simon received his B.A. 
and LL.B from Yale University. He 
has a Harvard Fellmv in Law and 
the Humanities, and formally. Law 
Specialist, Time l\'1agazine. Pro­
fessor Simon is also an author, 
who's works include In His Own
Image: The Supreme Court in 
Richard Nixon's America /recipient 
of the American Bar Association's 
Silver Novel Award in 1974), and 
his latest, The Judge and Indepen­
dent Journey: The Life of William
0. Douglas.
After receiving overwhelming
support from the facµJty, the Board 
of Trustees approved Simon· s ap• 
pointment as Dean Pro Tern. 
However, the Dean Commit­
tee is continuing to look for a suc­
cessor to Dean Shapiro. It is not 
known at this time whether Dean 
Simon is being considered for the 
po:,1: on a permanent basis. 
typing services for all. Over 80% 
polled fell that the facilities and 
support staff at NYLS are inferior 
when compared to the outstanding 
faculty and student 'body. When 
asked if they thought their 
responses would be different if they 
attended another law school - 46% 
said "yes". 50% said "no", and 4% 
correctly answered, "How should 1 
know?" Would they recommend 
this school to others? 65% said 
"yes·•. 26* said •·no", and 9%said 
"maybe". It would depend on a 
"case by case basis." The question 
of favorite and least favorite 
courses turned out to be useless 
because Just about every course of­
fered was mentioned for both ques• 
tions. The next question 
asked whether the students believ­
ed (either yes or no) that the school 
needs to improve its various ser­
vices, was also too broad to quan-
tify. As one student succinctly put 
:it "There's always room for im­
provement - even from an A to an 
A,-'' 
The overall poll seemed to show 
that the students fell that the 
Faculty, Financial Aid Services, 
Placement Services. and Food Ser­
vices (Gil's) did not need any im­
provement. The poll also showed 
that students felt that the library 
could use some improvement. (e.g. 
more organization of book files -
and less separation from A-1 to B-1 
to A-9 and A-101. The respondents 
also seemed to feel that much im­
provement was needed in the 
classrooms (physical surroundings). 
Loun£?e areas and student facilities. 
Should the students be snowed to 
park in the neighbodng parking 
lot? 81% said "yes", 3% said "no", 
and 16% had no opinion or no car. 
More Ma Bells around school? 89% 
said "yes", with many "definitely", 
10% said "no'', and 1 %- don't make 
calls so thev don't care. Do oolls 
MARVIN MITCHELSON: 
I( _·,,,11,11u1•1l t111 /'tut,• .'/J 
DIVORCE AMERICAN STYLE 
By Evelyn Smith 
On Valentine's day I interviewed 
Marvin Mitchelson, and the 
following are excerpts of our con· 
versation and SQme insights into 
his career. 
Marvin Mitchelson, is perhaps, 
the best known and most contro­
versial family law practitioner in 
America todav. Known for tack­
ling unusual and difficult cases, 
he has gained his fame and wealth 
by divorcing the rich and fa­
mou� - many of whom have 
never married. La belled the 
"Prince of Palimony", after em­
barking on Michele Triola's court 
action against her lover of six 
years actor Lee Marvin. Mitch· 
elson based the suit on the con­
cept that the couple shared a 
"mutual contract" rather than a 
mere "sexual liaison." While the 
Triola action was successful in 
lower courts lshe was awarded a 
$104,000 sett..lement), the judg­
ment was overturned at the ap-
pellate level. Despite this set­
back, Mitchelson claims: "I never 
received a penny in that case, but 
I would take it again because I be­
lieve it is an important area of lit· 
igation, not just for women. but 
for everyone." 
Mitchelson's flamboyant life 
style bas earned him the tit.le of 
Hollywood "bomber" (i.e .. mil­
lionaire lawyer), with over 200 
custom-made Cardin suits in his 
closet._ a red Mercedes in the 
garage, and a $15,000 retainer fee 
attached to his services, he is the 
first t;o admit: "The law has been 
good to me." His latest client is 
Roxanne Pulitzer. whose divorce 
from wealthy husband Peter has 
been in the news for weeks. Ac­
cording to People Mag8%hle, Mit­
chelson proclaims: "I'm a femi­
nist." Of his current case he elu­
cidates: .. Peter (Pulitzer) has tried
to brand Roxanne the Scarlet 
Woman of the South. I don'L like 
that, and I'll attack this man as 
mu<'h as I can. Roxanne forni-
cat.es and it is wrong. A man can 
do it end that's o.k. Once a mar­
riage breaks down it doesn't mat­
ter who slept with whom. Now the 
issue should be property settle­
ment. not sex. My goal is to bring 
the law into the changing times. 
That's my whole life." 
Mitchelsoo grew up in Los An­
geles. one of three children. after 
bis parents emigrated from Rus­
sia. He entered the University of 
Oregon on a football scholarship, 
only to have bis dreams crushed 
by the unexpected death of his fa­
ther. He naturally gravitated to 
law. "It was just a process of eli­
mination. After all, 1 had no inter­
est in medicine and no inclination 
for Leaching, law seemed all that 
was left if I was going to pursue a 
traditional profession."' His fami­
ly agreed. They felt it was the 
best occupation for a person who 
was so "argumentative. so fond 
of making speeches, and so eager 
, f ,.n111111,·,/ ,,,, /'•ti!'' hJ 
Cornell Edmonds Elected 
New SBA President 
Cornell Edmonds in what was 
considered an upset, defeated E. 
Drew Britcher in a closely con­
tested race for the SBA Presiden­
cy Only eight votes separated the 
two candidate, with Edmonds re­
ceiving 281 votes and Britclier 273 
After the first counting there were 
several ballots unaccounted for but 
a recount established that. Ed­
monds had indeed won the 
Presidency 
The other SBA Board positions 
were also filled. Tom Brvan was 
elected Vice-President for the dav 
division. H€-nry, running unop­
posed was elected V1ce-Pres1dent 
for evening students. Mark 
Halpern won, in a close race, the 
posit10n of Treasurer David 
Michael, al!!o running unopposed, 
will be the new Atlorny General 
Carmela Kureyewski wa.-; elected 
Corneil Edm1,nda 
Secreatry and Harry Weinburg 
won out as SBA Representative. 
Both proposals on the ballot 
passed by a wide margin. The SBA 
constitutional amendment passed 
387 to 83; the proposed Student Ac­
tivity Fee also passed by a wide­
margin • 374-193. 
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U.S. Supreme Court 
To Create Or Not To Create?
HOW TO WRITE A MAJORITY 
OPINION FOR JUSTICE IN­
QUEST: SAMPLE TEXT BASED 
ON THE CASE OF Hackley vs. 
Minckley 
[This is an excerpt from the book: 
A Practical Guide to the Writing of
Supreme Court Opinions in the 
BO's: A Manual for Law Students 
Aspiring tc Land a Clerkship posi­
tion with the Supremes, copyright 
Carol Novack, of Not NYU Law 
School. 1983.] 
The issue before this Court is 
whether or not the State of TeX!IS 
may sentence the Appellant, thrice 
convicted of murdering pigeons 
with a bee-bee gun, to a mandat.ory 
term of 100 years, under the State's 
Repeat Felony Offender Statute. 
Appellant contends that said 
punishment is violative of the 
,Eighth Amendment's "Cruel &
Unusual Punishment" clause, that 
the Statute is unconstitutional on 
its face. In the alternative, he urges 
that the sentence is unconstitu­
tional as applied. 
This issues of Appellants's alleg­
ed insanity and his additional 
defenses of entrapment and 
justification have been adequately 
dealt with by the courts below.' 
Furthermore, We shall not distrub 
the findings of the trial court in 
regard to the above issues, as well 
as its denial of Appellant's motion 
to suppress the bee-bee gun. It is 
common knowledge that We do aot 
mess with trifles.• We prefer to 
stick to The Law, which is our true 
lD1.6Sion. • The facts are simply 
beside the point, which IS why We 
shall attempt to ignore Appellant's 
contention that the bread crumb 
diet imposed upon him for no fewer 
than 100 years is particulary cnel 
and unusual. Additionally, We 
shall not deign to entertain Ap• 
pellant's novel assertion that he 
was motivated to murder pigeons 
"for aesthetic purposes",• as that 
issue was not raised at trial.• 
l 
The Statute on Its Faces 
The Statute in question• is dear• 
ly in plain English, and is, thus. 
constitutional on its face, 
whichever way one would choose to 
look at it. Recently, in Rumble vs.
Stella,' We had occasion to 
scrutinize it. Again, from this 
Court's penipect.ive, there appear to 
be no unconstitutional disfigura­
tions. All there are no unconstitu• 
tional disficurations, we reject Ap­
pel ant's argument that the Statute 
needs. at minimum, rhinosurgery 
The facts that the State's 
Legislature passed a Penal Code 
which contains no misdemeanors or 
lesser crimes, and the State's 
prisons are overcrowded to an un­
constitutional degree are irrelevant 
to this case. Moreover, it is a.-x• 
iomatic that state legislatures have 
prerogatives.• As We stated back in 
1869: "The intricate latticework 
crafted by the States, as separate 
entities, are works of art. It is not 
our task to fly in the face of the 
framers' intent; such a presump­
tuous flight would be like taking a 
brush to the Mone Lisa.•·• 
As state legislatures have 
prerogatives and Texas is a state 
with a legislature, we find that the 
Statute, a product of the State's 
Legislature, is sound, and shall not 
be disturbed by Appellant Hackley, 
who has had, I might add, more 
than his day in court. 
II 
the Statute as Applied 
Appellant's contention that the 
Statute is unconstitutional as ap­
plied has no merits whatsoever AJ,, 
the contention has no mertis what• 
soever, it is rejected. 
In Rumble vs. Stella, supra, this 
Court unflinchingly rejected lhe 
respondent's assertionn that Texas' 
Repeat Felony Offender Statute 
was unconstitutional as applied to 
his case. There, the respondent, 
thrice convicted of stealing less 
than $25.00 worth of travelers che­
ques, was likewise sentenced to a 
mandatory term of 100 years. In 
Rumble, we discarded the archaic 
and simplistic notion that the test 
to be applied in Eighth Amendment 
cases i.s whether or not the punish• 
rnent fits the crime.•• 
Despite Appellant's assertion 
that his case is distinguishable 
from Stella's in that the latter does 
not have to eat bread crumbs for 
the next 29h years, this Court finds 
the two cases indistinguishable 
because they are so. The additional 
fact that Appellant bas been 
sentenced to a cell in a allegedly 
rat-infested dungeon and the addi­
tional claim that he has been 
denied the use of a pair of barbells 
are equally insignificant. Further­
more, this Court has determined 
that a repeat offender's age is not 
a factor to be afforded any weight 
whatsoever.U Although Appellant 
claims lhat he is 84 years old, in 
contrast to Stella's age of 81, at the 
time oft.he latter's sentencing. this 
factor is of no consequence. As We 
have concluded, the test to be utiliz. 
ed in Eighth Amendment cases is 
whether or not the trial judge 
sentenced the defendant in good 
faith." Appellant did not argue this 
point before the Court. The fact 
that this test was announced three 
days ago is no excuse for Ap­
pellant's failure to so argue. 
As all of Appellant's assertions 
are of no consequence and there are 
no consequences to his assertions, 
this Court finds that the Statute is 
constitutional as applied. 
Ill 
Conclusion 
As my Brother Bigger has noted 
on many occasions, most recently 
during bis address at the American 
Bar Association semi-annual 
EQUITAS 
meeting in New Orleans," the very 
backbone of thlS Court is fast 
breaking under the insupportable 
weight of cases thrown onto it be a 
growing breed of misfits and 
malcontents. We cannot snd shall 
not tolerate this. Were it not for my 
aging Brethern, the dissenting 
Brine and Marsh, the case of 
Hackley vs. Minckley would have 
been cast aaide to the winds, where 
it belongs. It is certainly evident to 
most of Us, at least, that this cer­
tiorari thing has gotten way out of 
hand. 
Therfore, this Court now holds 
that its holding in this case is not 
a narrow one. No longer shall We 
entertain any criminal cases aris• 
ing out of the Texas courts, for We 
are tired, if not poor, and though 
We may mourn the imminent 
retirement of our Brethren Brine 
and Marsh. We espy a new age of 
enlightment 011 the near horizon, 
an age wherein this Court shall not 
be compelled to determine search 
and seizure issues or Eighth 
Amendment claims. We look for­
ward to this new age, and looking 
forward, We affirm. 
March Issue 
A Professional Comment 
by Regina Regan 
New York Law School has been tioner, in the field of personal 
honored in the recent past to have liability/medical malpractice, and 
had as adjunct professors several who may be better known to some 
well known practitioners in the students as the director of the year-
field of personal liability/medical ly seminar, "Anatomy of a Trial." 
malpractice. One of the more Prof. Ledy-Gurren has personal 
notable of these is Prof. Ledy- acquaintence DES litigation and 
Gurren. Prof. Ledy-Gurren teacher cases involving unique issues of Legal Medicine, a course which medico legal law, including a con-
cover such pertinent topics as troversy involving a test tube baby. 
negligence in a hospital setting, in· Her class becomes particularly col-formed consent, drug product orful as she weaves her knowledge 
liability and one of the more cur• of contemporary case law with the 
rent concepts in medical malprac• traditional concepts of medical 
tice, wrongful life. malpractice. She is currently 
Prof. Ledy-Gurren is, at present, teaching New York Practice at 
a partner of the firm Rower and Pace University. 
Gardner. She is a graduate of 
N.Y.L.S. and, as· such, is acutely 
aware of the needs and desires of 
N.Y.L.S. students. Her eductional 
backround includes an A.B. in 
American Studies from Sarah 
Lawrence College. At N.Y L.S. she 
was a member of law review and 
the moot court association, 
graduating magna cum laude in 
1975. Prof. Ledy-Gurren was a con­
temporary of another name well 
known to N.Y.L.S. students, Lon 
Berney, esq., who is also a practi-
Prof. Ledy-Gurren's absence this 
semester has been felt by many of 
her former students. She is a shin, 
ing example of the success that 
awaits many a N. Y.L.S. graduate. 
We know that it is within the power 
of the administration to entice her 
to return. We hope that they will 
use their best efforts to do so as soon 
as possible, so that many more 
students will have tbe opportunity 
to benefit from her knowledge, ex• 
perience and dedication to the law. 
L-1374
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NYLS Students 
make a difference? 30% said "yes", 
- "if properly used." 70% said 
"no". Do you think the faculty 
evaluations you fill out every 
semester are useful? 34% said 
"yes", - "if we could see them." 
66% said "no", "To whom are they 
useful - maybe the faculty, but not 
us, the students!" Would you go 
through law school again if you had 
to do your graduate education 
again? 92% said "yes", "of course", 
"definitely", "stupid question". 8% 
said "no", "probably not", "I would 
be a nurse", "doctor", "stay at my 
old profession". And when the 92% 
that answered "yes" were asked if 
they would return to NYLS, 65% 
said "yes", 6% said "no", and 29% 
said "maybe, depending on my 
situation," "not if I got into Har- 
vard or Yale\ but "yes" if! only had 
a. choice between NYLS and - 
(Names left out to protect the 
innocent). 
All in all it seems that the 
students are rather satisfied with 
their educational experience at 
NYLS. The poll shows a great 
satisfaction among the students 
with the qualifications of the facul- 
t<:ontinuPd from /'al(<' I J 
ty and the personal interest they 
take with the student body. The 
students are satisfied with their 
fellow students, the school's central 
location, the variety of course offer- 
ings, and the existence of an even- 
ing division. The students feel, 
however, that if the physical 
facilities would be rennovated, tui- 
tion not increased dramatically, 
and the administration's "attitude" 
changed, that the environment 
under which they have to study and 
learn the law will be greatly im- 
proved. With more input from the 
student body, and less "cold 
shoulder attitude," from the ad- 
ministration, maybe the 65% who 
would want to return to this school 
if they had to do it over again will 
reach a perfect 100%. 
Last weekend the faculty and ad- 
ministration, at a retreat at West 
Point Military Academy, met to 
discuss various proposed im- 
provements for NYLS. This poll 
was submitted to "the administra- 
tion, who presented it to the whole 
group to be discussed ... The ad- 
ministration welcomes any 
students suggestions ... 
Al Julien: On Trial 
Mr. Julien has tried cases on both 
sides of the counsel table in the 
fields of securities, antitrust, 
malpractice, products liability, real 
estate, corporate and environmen- 
tal law. He has also tried a number 
of important state and federal 
criminal cases and ·no client of his 
has ever been Convicted. He 
received international attention for 
his cross-examination of Jacqueline 
Onassis in the celebrated case of 
photographer Ron Galella. More 
recently his firm secured a judg- 
ment for $9,000,000 in a tort case 
in which Consolidated Edison of 
New York was one of the defen- 
dants. 
Other milestones in Mr. Julien's 
long and distinguished career in- 
clude the case which abolished the 
privity requirement in New York 
products liability actions (Green- 
berg v. Lorenz, 9 NY2d 195, 213 
NYS2d 39); the decision which 
established a wife's right to sue for 
loss of consortium in New York 
(Millington v. Southeastern 
Elevator Co., 22 NY2d 498, 293 
NYS2d 305); the famous Enovid 
birth control pill case (the G.D. 
Searle case); 
and the first damage recoveries for 
computer error (Law Research Ser- 
vice, Inc. v. Western Union 
Telegraph Co., 35 App Div 931, 316 
NYS2d. 367), for contact polio 
(Waegerle v. Lederle Laboratories, 
Inc.) and for infection in a mass 
polio immunization program (Cole 
v. Pfizer, Inc.). 
Apart from his own cases, he has 
been in the forefront of 
(ContinuPd from Pn1w 11 
developments in products litigation 
throughout his career. In 1955 he 
began traveling throughout the 
country to alert the bar to the com- 
ing surge in products law, thereby 
taking a leading role in making 
lawyers aware of the need for their 
talents in that field. In 1959, while 
serving as editor-in-chief of Trial 
Magazine, he founded the Products 
Liability Exchange of the Associa- 
tion of Trial Lawyers of America. 
For two years he ran the Exchange 
from his own office as an informa- 
tion clearinghouse for plaintiffs 
lawyers dealing with products 
cases. In recent years he has con- 
tributed a bimonthly column on 
products liability to the New York 
Law Journal. 
Mr. Julien holds Bachelor's and 
Master's degrees from the Brooklyn 
Law School and is an Adjunct Pro- 
fessor at the New York Law School. 
He has lectured on many subjects 
before bar groups throughout the 
nation, among them the Practising 
Law Institute and the New York 
State Bar Association, and his 
pioneering trail technique course 
has been adopted for use at many 
law schools, including that of 
Rutgers University. His articles on 
trial advocacy, products liability, 
medicolegal issues, environmental 
law and other subjects have ap- 
peared in medical journals and in 
the bar journals of several states. 
Mr. Julien's students from the 
.Trial Workshop thank him for the 
benefit of his experience and all en- 
courage his return to teaching at 
N.Y.L.S. 
Congratulations to the February '83 Graduates! 
By DAVID MELO 
Just before the recent Super Bowl 
game you may have come across 
newspaper ads offering package 
tours to the big event. Most 
featured nice accommodations in 
San Diego, California. Unfor- 
. tunately, the Super Bowl was 
played at the Rose Bowl in 
Pasadena, over two hours up the 
coast. That's like checking into a 
hotel in Philadelphia to attend an 
event in Manhattan; or, for the Per- 
rier and alligator shirt crowd, like 
staying out in The Hamptons for 
the same event. 
The San Diego site was men-. 
tioned in the ads, but only in the 
"small print". One ad was so out-: 
rageous that it sparked my curious- 
ity as to what lurked in the small 
letters at the bottom of other travel 
ads. This particular Super Bowl of- 
fer mentioned in passing that no 
tickets to the game itself were in- 
cluded in the package. Presumably, 
on Super Sunday the fans on this 
tour could watch the game on TV, 
visit the San Diego Zoo or head up 
Interstate 5 and try to score tickets 
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in Tribeca area .. Feast on such delights as hommos, 
felaffel, pastitisio and the classic Greek dish, Mousaka. 
Within minutes from NYLS. 
,. 




With the Times and Daily News 
travel sections in front of me, I 
spent part of a snowy Sunday after- 
noon sorting through hotel, air fare 
and rental car deals. The first thing 
to catch my eye was the offer of four 
days and three nights in sunny Ber- 
muda for just $89. However, air 
fare is not included and the rate is 
per person, double occupancy, taxes 
and tips extra. The per person, dou- 
ble occupancy appeared somewhere 
in every offer, thus doubling the bill 
from the price in bold print. 
Most of the big New York and 
Atlantic City hotels offer special 
weekend deals that include a room, 
some meals and somtimes tickets 
to a show'. For example; Sheraton 
offers a "Big Apple Weekend" for 
$29.95 per night. But, since the rate 
is per person. double occupancy, the 
bill for each night is really $59.90 
plus tax. Similarly the "Indulgence 
Package" at the Sands in Atlantic 
City from $49.00 is actually from 
$99.80 a night. If you care to check 
out the "Winter Wonderland" 
package at the Tropicana you'll pay 
$84.00 at check out time. 
Warm weather what you really 
want? A Boston charter operator 
can get you seven nights in Santo 
Domingo, Grand Bahama or 
Nassau for .$299.00. But, the price 
is only good for six days and seats 
may be limited to the lesser of 25 
or remaining seats. In addition, an 
extra 15% will be added for taxes 
and "service charges." Also look for 
that extra 15% on the Brazilian trip 
from $399.00. offered by an 
Eastside travel agent .. The fine 
print on this one says that the ac- 
tual rate depends on the date of 
departure and type of ammom- 
modations. What you get for the 
minimum is a mystery. 
With small print restrictions and 
meaningless prices rampant in the 
travel industry and some other 
fields, perhaps we'll someday see 
them spread to other areas. How 
about, Pepperoni Pizza $3.99 (Half 
pizza price, . based on purchase of 
full pie, tomato and cheese extra); 
Subway Fare 50¢ (75¢ station ac- 
cess charge extra, token required); 
or Law Degree $199.95 (Tuition, 
fees, books, living expenses not in- 
cluded, seating limited, no money 
refunded.) 
Happy travels. 
Visitor from the East 
You may have noticed us 
roaming the halls that first day 
of classes, trying to distinguish 
between buildings A, B, and C. 
Many of you even offered 
assistance when we wandered in· 
to second and third year classes. 
No, I am not describing the 
initiation of a first year law 
student. We were already indoc- 
trinated into the rigors of torts, 
contracts, civil procedure, moot 
court and other law school sub· 
jects we are members of that 
rare breed, the visiting students. 
The initial questions are 
usually where did you come from 
and why did ·you choose New 
York Law School. The answers 
will vary from student to 
student. Although I cannot 
speak for all visiting students, 
the few that I have discussed 
· this with chose NYLS primarily 
because it is in N.Y., a city we all 
wanted to be in for one reason or 
another. 
Comparing NYLS to the law' 
schools visiting students come 
from will also vary. One student 
I questioned. missed the campus 
atmosphere of his former school, 
whereas students from other city 
schools are more accustomed to 
the limited interaction that a 
sidewalk & gils allows. In 
reference to the courses and 
professors, most students agreed 
that there are good and bad at 
every school. 
The procedure for becoming a 
visiting student will differ for 
every school, so this article will 
be limited to personal experien- 
ces. Before applying to other 
schools, an applicant must ob- 
tain permission from their initial 
school to apply credits from the 
visiting school. This may in· 
volveu letters to the Dean and/or 
registrar stating compelling 
reasons to allow the applicant to 
visit another school. When per· 
mission is obtained, the student 
must research .what schools ac- 
cept visiting student and go 
through an application 
procedure very similiar to the 
process for getting into law 
school initially. 
If one decides to apply for 
visiting student status, there are 
a few inquiries that should be 
made in choosing the school to 
visit. The school's catalogue will 
provide most of the information 
the student needs in regard to 
courses, credits, and requiremen- 
ts. Students should also find out 
the course preference they will 
be given at the school they visit. 
At NYLS, visiting students 
register after all the students in 
the school. This may be a key 
concern for a third year student 
who has specific ideas on the 
courses he or she wants to take 
before graduation. Another con- 
cern of a third year student 
should be the career counseling 
services offered at the school 
they plan to visit. At NYLS, 
visiting students are permitted 
to use the facilities offered at the 
career center, but they cannot 
participate in the on-campus in- 
terviews. 
As a visiting student at 
NYLS, I have found the schools 
greatest asset to be its students. 
At every obstacle it has been the 
students themselves who have 
offered advise, given assistance, 
and made the transition so easy. 
• 
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THE COMPLAINT BUREAU 
By D. Scott Conchar 
ly stands, I, we, are not getting 
what we pay for and I'm none-to- 
thrilled about the prospects in the 
foreseeable future. 
What can be done? First and 
foremost, besides the heat, is to cut 
the noise down in the library. This 
plea is directed primarily at your 
frosh doing your legal research pro- 
jects. I know you're anxious about 
the assignment but please hold off 
the extended discussions until you 
are in a more conducive area, like 
Gil's or the student lounge or even 
an empty classroom. And you up- 
per classmen, believe me when I 
say I can appreciate how bored you 
ate in the library, but please 
socialize elsewhere; it sets a bad ex- 
ample for the younger crowds. You 
librarians, how about exercising 
some authority? And for pete's sake 
get those god ---- phones out of the 
library. No one answers them so 
what's the point of having them. 
Now many of you are probably 
wondering where the hell I'm com- 
ing from in writing this piece. Rest 
assured that I am not some snotty 
law reviewer (and I am not mean- 
ing to depreciate the law review ' 
staff who, by large, are not snotty 
people). Nor some plastic-pocket- 
lined nerd. I am just an average 
student who dislikes working in the 
library but recognizes it as a 
necessary evil. I write merely to 
highlight some of the problems as 
seen through the eyes of someone 
who may or may not typify· the 
average bottom ninety percenter. 
Hopefully, but not likely, we will 
see some changes that will turn a 
presently unpleasant experience in- 
to a merely mildly distateful 
endeavor. 
P.S. And please, no construction 
work during exam times!! 
Next time: The "Placement" 
office. 
I'm pissed-off. At whom? I'm 
pissed-off at the prima-donnas on 
the second floor who "operate" this 
factory that some students like to 
call "the best little law school on 
Worth Street." Why? Because the 
library sucks! 
"Whoa doggie, that's mighty 
strong language you're using there. 
. What could possibly be annoying 
you about the library?" Well I'll tell 
ya. It's bad enough that the 
"brains" behind this organization 
have concocted a convoluted library 
system that entails going up and 
down multiple stories just to gather 
your research. It's bad enough that 
"The Whiz" on the fifth floor has 
admitted so many new students 
that the library is virtually 
unusable during the day because of 
overcrowding. It's bad enough that 
these "wow's" (as dear Tony likes 
to call the brilliant new one-l's) 
don't realize or know that the 
library is a place for quiet, singular 
study and not for group study or 
gossip. It's also bad-enough that the 
"Librarians," whose idiotic new 
phones ring constantly in the 
reading rooms (one can't help but 
wonder what scholar decided to 
place them there) because no one 
ever answers them, do nothing to 
abate the ever present din. 
But what really gets me is the 
fact that there is never any heat in 
the library on weekends. I have 
been trying to do my work there for 
the last three weekends yet have 
failed miserably because I have_ 
frozen off an essential pair of my 
reproductive organs. 
There is no excuse for these ma- 
jor deficiencies. I pay a lot of cash 
to attend this "school" and I feel 
that I am entitled to certain basic 
facilities. Like a workable, comfor- 
table, quiet library. As it present- 
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Equitas Editorials 
We of the profession who in some 
near future will hold positions of 
authority and respect have a 
special obligation, That is to insure 
the availability of resources for 
higher education. Ifwe fail to do so 
we will close the doors to so many 
talented individuals who could 
have greatly enhanced our society 
with their contributions. We can 
not mortgage our nations future. To 
withhold education or afford it on- 
ly to those who are economically 
privileged is undesirable. Yet this 
is the inevitable result given the 
current political and economic 
precepts, 
similar transfer of payments which 
permit us to complete our educa- 
. tional aspirations are subject to 
reduction or elimination. This can 
not be better exemplified than by 
this administration's attempt to 
terminate professional students 
from participation in the federally 
subsidized guarantee student loan 
-program, If this is indicative of. 
future policy objectives then we 
have legitimate cause for concern. 
How many of us will have our ex- 
pectations shattered or thwarted 
because our resources are finite and 
alternative sources are non- 
existant. 
We are indeed entering an era of 
stagnation and therefore retrech- · 
ment. Law school students face an 
unprecedent burden to meet their 
financial obligations. Tuitions con- 
tinues to rise and the cost of food 
and lodging increases at an alarm- 
ing rate. Cutbacks in financial aid 
at both the college and law school 
levels will further reduce the 
number of students who will be 
able to overcome the financial 
hurdles to get into and through law· 
school. 
We are presently under siege. 
The number of grant and loan pro- 
grams, work study programs and 
ed and reliable sources that .the 
faculty has overwhemingly endors- 
ed Professor James Simon as Dean 
Protem. 
We applaud the faculties in- 
itiative since Dean Shapiro's an- 
nouncement. There has been a 
'.'.power vacuum" at the top. This is 
only natural, but it was drifting 
along dangerously. New York Law 
School has made tremendous 
strides during Dean Shapiro's 
tenure, and it is important that the 
school continue going forward 
enhancing its reputation. 
New York Law School is going 
through some changes, starting at 
the top. The uncertainty caused by 
Dean Shapiro's announcement that 
he will be stepping down in June, 
has naturally aroused concern 
among the students. In addition 
there has been no real dialogue bet- 
ween students and the administra- 
tion concerning the situation. This 
lack of communication has resulted 
.in numerous rumors and misinfor- 
mation. Despite these rumors the 
situation is not as bleak as it 
appears. 




I recently received the January 
issue of Equitas and read with 
great interest your article by Nit- 
za Bravo, "Class of '85 Rates Their 
First Semester at New York Law 
School." 
I am happy to see that such a ma- 
jority of first year students had 
such a positive experience. I recall 
my first semester and its rude 
awakening. Certainly the indoc- 
trination to the Socratic method 
was challenging but useful. 
Now engaged in the general prac- 
tice oflaw as a private practitioner, 
and accomplishing my career goals, 
New York Law School has served 
its purpose. I am sure that the 
Class of '85 will agree. 
Very truly yours, 
Andrew Krisel, Esq. 
NYLS Class of '79 
Does journalism interest you'? Do 
you like to dig out information? Do 
you like to write? If you answered 
"yes," JO I N: 
Equitas 
• 
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HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY The Bar Review 
With the new semester in full 
swing we at EQUITAS felt that it 
was our duty to address as issue of 
paramornt importance to many Jaw 
students, to wit: Where is a good 
place to-drink? This column is in- 
tended to solve this problem. In 
each editio of EQUIT AS I will 
review local (Tribeca, or West Bro 
So-So-Ho) and not so local "water- 
ing holes" and grade them in a 
totally subjective and seemingly ir- 
rational manner that only students 
at NYLS can appreciate. Since this 
is the first column, it be hooves me 
to start with the unofficial school 
bar, THE GALWAY BAY BAR. 
The GALWAY (pronounced Gaul- 
way), a, k, a, "D *Cerified Bottom 
Ninety Percent Building" is located 
around the corner from school on 
West Broadway. The less than 
elegant exterior connotes a work- 
ing class environment that belies 
the true -jur idical nature of the 
clientele. The spartan interior, 
while lacking ambiance, provides 
the perfect forum for those intellec- 
tual discourses favored by law 
students. Moreover, the interior is 
brightened by the presence of 
Nelson the Bartender, the rogue 
with a brogue. Nelson, whose 
preference is Guinness Stout for 
those wondering what to get him 
for Christmas, is a dyed-in-the-wool 
pub-man who has great pride in his 
work and enjoys it too! You can 
count on him for quick service, a 
smile, a quip and a occasional song. 
For those bored by their 
classmates passionate arguments 
that they are correct and that the 
professor is the human 
equivalent of natural fertilizer pro- 
ducer, the GALWAY is replete ~th 
two video games and a dart board. 
For you aural pleasure, a juke box 
with an adequate selection is 
available. 
Looking for a good lunch spot? 
That's right. The GALWAY. As 
anyone who has walked by the 
GALWAY can tell you, Willie the 
Cook is back! Anyone who has had 
one of Willie's "Famous Meat Sand- 
wiches," as the sign out front 
describes them, well attest that 
they are a good value in that they 
are large, fresh and relatively in- 
expensive. You have to get there 
early though because the food stops· 
at 3 P.M. 
Facilities for private parties are 
also available in the upstairs room. 
Ask Nelson for details. 
The GALWAY BAY BAR has 
catered to generations of New York 
Law students (it is rumored that 
former Supreme Court Judge John 
Marlin, a graduate at NYLS, 
prepared Tor his First Year Moot 
Court oral argument at one of the 
back tables.) Its proximity to school 
and reasonable prices will in- 
dubatively insure the continuation 
ofthis tradition. The GALWAY, a 
convenient getaway for NYLS 
students. 
Grade: A- 
NEW YORK CROSSOVERS 
If a corporation enters into a contract to purchase real 
property and then brings an action for specific performance. 
must.you discuss the law of corporations. contracts. real 
property, civil procedure and equity? How do you determine the 
real thrust of the question? What are the examiners really 
looking for? _ 
This is a critical issue spotting problem which is endemic to 
the New York Bar Examination which treats the law as one 
integrated body of principles or rules 
New York essay questions often integrate several independent 
areas of law into one complex problem This meJhod allows the 
Bar Examiners to test an applicant on a great many of the 30 
testable subject areas in only six essay quesiions 
Very few law students develop these practical issue 
recognition and analysis techniques during their academic 
training. 
That is why almost 20 hours are devoted to problem 
integration and analysis during the Marino-Josephson/BRC 
course. No other course offers enrollees such extensive 
preparation in handling the New York e-arn's rnumsubject essay 
questions. 
CONCERNED ABOUT 
NEW YORK CPLR? 
For those students who want to learn New York CPLR 
before the summer bar review, the Marino-Josephson/BRC 
course will present this spring, free to BRC enrollees. a 
Forge Ahead lecture series on New York practice by 
Professor Arthur R. Miller of Harvard Law School. 
Recognized as one of the finest teachers in the n.ation. 
Professor Miller combines wit and clarity of expressionwnb 
total intellectual command of his topics. Co-author 9f the 
prestigious treatise Wright and Miller. Federal Rules, a 
widely adopted civil procedure casebook and the Sum 
and Substance of Civil Procedure, he rs also a former 
editor of the Harvard Law Review and a present member 
of the American Law Institute. In addition. Professor Miller 
is regularly asked by the Federal Judicial Center to 










18 Heavy weight 
20 South Ameri- 
can mammal 
21 Above, in 
poetry 
22 Early on 
24 Hindu cym- 
bals 
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35 Macaws 

















54 Chinese coin 
55 Shore birds 
DOWN 
1 Unruly chil- 
dren 
2 Body of 
water 
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Grant 36 Walk leisure- 
29 New Deal ly 
agcy. 37 Make suit- 
31 Talked idly able 
33 Gets up 39 Slender 






71 Broadway. 17th Fl., New Yori<. N.Y 10006 




44 Belgian river 
4 7 Dessert treat 
48 Greek letter 
51 MA's neigh- 
bor 
53 Note of scale 
Eugene P. Maguire ~th N.Y.L.S. students at 
Phi Delta Phi semester rush party. 
Phi Delta Phi 
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MARVIN MITCHELSON: Gil's 
to grab center stage ... " Mitchel- 
son admits: "I romanticized the 
law considerably. Just as I had 
once imagined myselt a star of 
stage, operating room, and ath- 
letic field, I now visualized my· 
self in a packed courtroom with 
spectators waiting breathlessly 
for me to persuade the jury to ac- 
quit my innocent client." 
He enrolled in Southwestern 
School of Law, a "workingman's 
school"; to earn tuition, he be- 
came a process server - his fee 
was $1 per document with an ad· 
ditional charge for "difficult-to- 
serve" clients, such as movie 
stars who were not only hard to 
locate but reluctant to accept 
papers. When he encountered 
someone ,unwilling to open their 
door, he would "simply open the 
complaint, and begin reading at 
the top of his voice." He com· 
ments: "As I started to yell out 
the details of alleged frauds, busi- 
ness misconduct, and marital in· 
discretions, passer-bys would 
stop to listen, and the neigh· 
bor's windows would open. In sec· 
· onds ... the papers would be 
snatched from my hands with ac- 
\ . " companymg curses. 
After he passed the bar, Mit· 
chelson threw a party for literally 
everyone he knew, but no one 
needed an attorney. Fortunately 
some of the guests had friends 
who did need a lawyer. Mitchel· 
son concedes: "In the beginning I 
accepted any case that came my 
way. I have always felt like an un- 
derdog, even in my own family I 
was the youngest with the most 
to prove. This underdog philos- 
ophy propels a person to success 
and achievement. From the start, 
I became an expert in any branch 
of law I could - criminal, family, 
insurance - I put in 10 to 18 hour 
days." In a career spanning over 
, 26 years, he tried 5 murder cases, 
winning 3 "not guilty" verdicts, 
and having the others reduced to 
manslaughter; he has taken 26 
drunken-driving cases, winning 
25 outright acquittals. Yet, Mit· 
chelson insists that his two most 
significant cases are: People v 
Douglas and the current Roxanne 
Pulitzer appeal. 
(Continued from /'aw' I) 
People v Douglas, was a classic 
courtroom battle: the client was 
"an underdog, he was Black, he 
was poor, and the authorities 
branded him a cop killer." As Mit- 
chelson explains: "I didn't expect 
the case to bring a fee or any par· 
ticular recognition, but I was 
wrong on both counts." Though 
poor, Douglas' mother, paid his 
fee in a long series of monthly 
payments. Mitchelson man· 
aged to gain him an acquittal in 
the lower court, only to see him 
later convicted of 15 additional 
felonies in an upper court. Be- 
ca use Douglas was declared 
"an indigent", he was forced to 
conduct his won appeal without a 
lawyer. Douglas was able to carry 
his case all the way to the Cali· 
fornia Supreme Court where he 
lost, before enlisting' the services 
of Mitchelson again. This time 
everyone concerned felt constitu- 
tional rights had been disregar- 
ded. Mitchelson reasoned the 
next step could only be the Su· 
preme Court, but "that prospect 
didn't provide us with too much 
hope, for the highest judicial tri- 
bunal is deluged with literally 
thousands of petitions." Never· 
theless, in 1962 the Court agreed 
to review the case. 
Mitchelson feels: " ... the ap- 
pellate courts are where attor- 
neys get down to practicing real 
law, because it is the law itself, 
its meaning and interpretation 
that must be argued on appeal. 
The Supreme Court is the place 
where law is made binding or at 
least redefined into new and dif- 
ferent meanings." Although the 
Douglas case required hundreds 
of hours to prepare, the oral argu- 
ment lasted only 57 minutes. In a 
6·3 ruling the case was remanded 
to the California courts. Justice 
William 0. Douglas delivered the 
majority opinion, calling Cali· 
fornia's previous procedure an 
"invidious discrimination" 
which drew an "unconstitutional 
line between the rich and poor." 
Through Mitchelson's efforts in· 
digents won the absolute right to 
counsel on appeal. 
Continental Dining, Intimate Atmosphere. 
''A Place Everyone 
Is Trying To Keep To Themselves." 
Lunch ano L>1nner Served Continuously: 
Mon - Fri 11 :30 AM - Midnight 
Sat - 7 PM - 1 AM 
145 Duane Street 
227-3042 
Family law, however, is Mit- 
chelson's forte, and this is the 
area where he has enjoyed the 
most notoriety and success. As 
the architect of palimony, he in- 
sists a double standard still ex· 
ists for women. He has handled 
nearly 4,000 cases representing 
such noted celebrities in divorce 
proceedings as Zsa Zsa Gabor, 
Pamela Mason, Connie Stevens, 
Joan Wrigley, Carl Sagan, and 
two of Alan J. Lerner's wives, 
Princess Soyraya Khasoggi, and 
the wives. of David Bowie and 
Marlon Brando. Mitchelson 
asserts: "Women should never be 
treated as second-class citizens, 
and "live-in" lovers should never 
be branded with the label of 'scar· 
lett woman.' " Because women 
are vulnerable during a divorce, 
Mitchelson feels "the first thing 
that I try to rebuild is the self· 
image." He notes when Rox· 
anne Pulitzer first asked him to 
take her case, she sounded "beat· 
en, defeated, shattered. There 
were lots of tears." By agreeing 
to take Roxanne's appeal, Mit- 
chelson has temporarily, anyway, 
forsaken his $15,000 retainer fee 
and $200-an·hour rates. Roxanne, 
for her part, sounds enthusias- 
tic: "Marvin is the first light in 
my life. He has given me hope 
that I do have a chance for get· 
ting my children back." 
Mitchelson is sincere when he 
expresses his outrage at the 
settlement, the Florida court's 
proposed for Roxanne: $2,000 a 
month rehabilitative alimony for 
2 years, the return of $7,000 she 
invested in her husband's yacht, 
her black Porsche and about 
$40,000 in jewelry.'' Mitchelson 
has labelled such a settlement 
"shabby", and outlined his strat- 
egy to reporters: "First I dump 
the lawyer, next I drop the judge. 
It's one thing for Peter to beat 
Roxanne in this case, but please 
don't kick her to death. He's mak- 
ing the mother of his children 
look like a gypsy." Not everyone 
is impressed with Mitchelson's 
tactics; in fact, Joseph Farish, 
Jr. Roxanne's previous attor- 
ney, sees the former Mrs. Pulitzer 
as "a .pawn. Peter used her in a 
Palm Beach divorce scandel. Now 
Mitchelson is using her to hype 
himself." 
Mitchelson is undaunted by 
critics. "I don't care what other 
people think, when I believe in 
something strongly, such as 
women's rights, I fight with a 
passion." While he is aware of his 
"slick, wealthy Beverly Hills" 
reputation, he quickly points out 
that he paid his own fare to 
Washington to argue in the Su· 
preme Court, and that he has 
never received a nickel from Mi- 
chele Triola, Vicki Morgan or 
Roxanne Pulitzer. 
When I asked him why Vicki 
Morgan (Alfred Bloomingdale's 
former mistress who attempted 
to sue Bloomingdale for pali- 
mony) hired another attorney. 
Mitchelson replied: "I'm not sure 
why. But one morning Vicki 
called me up and asked what · 
month, day, and hour I was born 
- and that .afternoori I was 
fired." It seems Miss Morgan's 
current attorney's wife is an as· 
trologer and Vicki's best friend. 
As we began to discuss the 
legal ramifications of palimony, 
Mitchelson claimed: "Jean Har- 
ris (convicted of murdering 
Herman Tarnower, the Scars· 
dale diet doctor) would have 
had an excellent defense based on 
palimony. Her lover was a brutal, 
selfish liar, who wasted her time 
and energy." Before I could ask 
another question, a man from the 
Chicago Tribune appeared. Mit- 
chelson looked down at his Rolex 
watch, and said he would try to 
finish our interview later that 
day. Unfortunately, he flew to 
West Palm Beach to take deposi- 
tions several hours later. Though. 
my meeting -was brief I found 
Marvin Mitchelson to be provoc- 
ative and interesting. 
The Official Bookstore of NYLS 
* CASEBOOKS * LAW CASSETTES 
* TEXTBOOKS * RESTATEMENTS 
* DICTIONARIES * REVIEW BOOKS 
* AND ALL OTHER SCHOOL NEEDS 




& TYPESET RESUMES 
SPECIAL NOTE: THE STUDENT BAR 
ASSOCiATION OF NYLS RECEIVES 
PERCENT~GE OF GIL'S BUSINESS 
COME IN; SIT DOWN,RELAX IN 
THE BASEMENT 
OF 47 WORTH STREET 
M, J & K COMPANY - 57 Worth Street 
dll\l 
SEAFQQlil 
136 West Broadway 
SHRIMP, SCALLOPS, WHITiNG, SOLE 
served fresh daily 
at 
very reasonable prices 
OPEN: Monday~ Ttiursday 10:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Friday 10:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday closed· 
telephone: 349-5375 
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Views from where lmove 
1 The Yellow Kits 
A Miro blue sky, in accord 
with all the kites swaying in the. 
spring wind - one might almost 
say this was planned. I am flying 
a bright yellow kite. Over the 
pond with the white ducks my 
kite glides, admiring itself, 
swishing its tail sensuously. Two 
of the ducks must be thinking 
that> its shadow-tail is some 
delectable snake. They peck at it 
for a while then go away. Sud· 
denly it seems I'm noticing the 
heat for the first time. I remove 
my shawl and shoes. walk over 
to the pond to feel the cool with 
my tips. Next to me a small boy 
is jumping up and down, clut- 
ching the string of a magnificent 
red kite which is bigger than 
mine. He wears awkward child 
glasses and his fat little body is 
wriggling all over like a worm. I 
notice his blu\i irises circling like 
satellites around the red kite and 
beneath the glass swimming like 
fish about the· shadow of kite 
beneath the pond. All over there 
ar\! birds flying about the kites. 
White birds gliding. Now one is 
caught inside a circle of kites and 
can't figure a way out of the 
colours. And in another section 
of blue a crazed circle of birds 
about a yellow kite trembling. 
Yesterday one yellow kite fell in· 
to the pond, and at first the fish 
and ducks scattered, alarmed. 
But then they came back and 
watched it sink. There is a slight 
chill in the air, I have picked up 
my shawl. The one that my sister 
knitted for me before she died. It 
is purple, the colour of death. I 
know because just before she left 
I saw the aura about her. head 
and her shadow moved over to 
the window. The shadow was 
pregnant. The doctors said she 
.died from self-poisoning but 
that's not so. I know she died 
because she couldn't conceive. 
She'd just completed the final 
stitch, when she opened her eyes 
wide and screamed something 
about a 'black pond'. 
carol novack {.' 
play games, daring each other to 
go closest to it. 
Today is a different kind of 
day. There is a stillness which 
drives the birds away. They 
dismiss the kites as ephemeral 
objects. Even the children are 
restless and let their kites droop 
like wet wings. And yet that 
same boy is jumping, guiding his 
red kite to dance wildly in the 
blue. Luckily I am carrying my 
pocket knife. The one with the 
pearl handle that my mother 
gave me on my betrothal. She 
chuckled and whispered, 'You 
mind he doesn't go too far.' I'll 
cut the strings. 
I had been walking the groun- 
ds for a long time. Now there are 
no kites left in the sky, except 
the one yellow kite which is 
almost down through neglect. I 
haul it in like a fish. The park is 
an empty auditorium and still I 
have not stopped applauding. 
The Miro blue. Now black with 
no white. Birds. 
2 The Asylum 
South where the birds are 
going over the pond and a grand 
expanse of children. They weave 
through the kites and settle on 
the tower of the asylum. The 
asylum's spire is higher than any 
tree. It is said that from the top 
one can see everything, even the 
sea beyond. Everything, that is, 
except the asylum. There are 
iron gates about the building and 
tall trees set in an ordered row 
beyond the gate. Beneath the 
turret where the birds sit is a 
balcony on which no one ever 
stands waving. Except one, a 
woman who threw herself over 
the balcony and landed in the 
park somehow. She must have 
stretched her bones and flown, 
for there's a wide gap between 
the balcony and the gates. As far 
as I know she's the only one 
who's seen everything. From the 
invisible base of the asylum they 
say that one can see nothing, 
only the asylum. These days 
they call it a 'psychiatric in- 
stitution'. Madness has been 
modernized and only the children 
still call it the 'looney bin', and 
3 The Madwoman In The Boat 
There is nothing wrong with 
the day. It is the same as it's 
always been. A permeation of 
blue and birds. Still, the pond, 
and its moments of being seen 
from many angles. The ducks 
swimming as pleasantly as ever, 
around the boat in which a 
woman sits flying a yellow kite. 
And yet something must be 
wrong. A few people are making 
great commotion, some moaning 
and crying, and a crowd is 
gathering swiftly about an object 
on the grass. It's a pity that 
such a thing should occur to 
spoil the natural rhythms but 
once in a while people get upset 
about something. Now one is 
shouting, "Who could have done 
such a thing?', as she runs fran- 
tically about making an. ugly 
display of herself. And now 
another one is noticing the 
woman in the boat and crying, 
'The madwoman - look, the· 
madwoman in the boat!' 
· 4 From Where I Sit 
Now I remember what it was I 
saw through his glasses. It was ' 
this. From where I sit sweetly 
rocking I can see through the 
pond to the very bottom. Also, 
what is surfacing. On the top of 
the pond where the birds glide 
over the asylum a woman is 
waving a yellow kite from a bal- 
cony. The dazzling symmetry of 
her flight through the blue! And 
then I plunge. 
5 Home 
It is time to go home. I pick up 
my birds and kites and children 
which I gave myself before my 
death. It was necessary and has 
nothing to do with doctors. 
There was a clarity I sought. 
Now they will put his small body 
in the boat and take him away to 
the river. He has no need of, his 
glasses now, so I have taken 
them also, to remind me of what 
I have seen. 
It is time to go home. For all is 
dark and cool and nothing fan be 
. seen except shadows. And even 
the shadows are disappearing in- 
to the pond. At the bottom of 
the pond is a broken yellow kite, 
and it has nothing to do with me. 
After the last light has gone out at the 
Museum of Natural History 
When thr night watchman has 
finished 
reading tomorrow's history in 
When the night watchman has 
finished reading tomorrow's 
history in the Night Owl Edition, 
he assumes his position next to 
his cave brothers till morning. 
Soon the roaches will be out to 
honor their contemporaries, the 
dinosaurs, by walking on their 
bones. 
Michael Sarner (<" 
magoo's 
Cozy Atmosphere - Fine Wines 
Delicious Foods - Reasonable Prices - Good Vibes 
21 6th Avenue 
(Off Walker Street) 4 blocks from NYLS 
226-9919 
OPEN: Mon. - Fri. Noon - 3 A.M. 
Sat. - 5 P.M. - 3 A.M . 
Sun. Brunch - Noon - 4 P.M. 
In December, 1982, Richard 
Attenborough's film GANDHI 
opened in New York and Los 
Angeles; and in March, 1983, the 
incredible epic will be released in 
theaters across the United 
States. This beautifully filmed 
historical drama is destined to 
create renewed interest in the 
life of Mohandas K. Gandhi and 
his life's crowning achievement 
- the fall of the British Raj and 
the liberation of one-fifth of the 
world's humanity with the birth 
of a new India. Over three hours 
long, the film bears an astoun- 
ding resemblance to actual 
historical incidents, and includes 
crowd scenes with over a half- 
million people! 
Few - people are more 
knowledgeable about India's 
tumultuous birth than authors 
Larry Collins and Dominique 
Lapierre, whose non-fiction book 
FREEDOM AT MIDNIGHT 
was a long-term international 
bestseller, with over 2 million 
copies in print. As part of their 
research, Collins and Lapierre 
spent months working with the 
two surviving members of the 
team of Hindu fanatics who 
GANDHI'S 
GREATEST TRIUMPH! 
assassinated Gandhi, and un- 
covered evidence about the con- 
spirators" plot that the Indian 
police had chosen to ignore - 
evidence which could have 
prevented the assassination! In 
· the course of their work, the 
authors also became close with 
Lord Louis Mountbatten, whose 
friendship with Gandhi surely 
.const.itutes one of history's 
strangest collaborations: a 
career military officer and the 
20th century's most famous man 
of peace; a dashing, 
distinguished member of 
Britain's royal family and the 
dhoti-clad advocate for .India's 
teeming masses of "u n- 
touchables." Their portraits of 
these men and other leaders of 
India's independence movement, 
as well as the rich diversity of 
India itself, make FREEDOM 
AT MIDNIGHT a remarkable 
and colorful look at one of 
history's most compelling 
dramas . .. and essential reading 
for anyone who wishes to under· 
stand more fully the life and 
work of Mahatma Gandhi. 
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